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John

John

Thompson

Thompson Seamands

was

Seamands

born in Cleveland, Ohio, in

1916. At the age of three he

accompanied his parents to India,
as
they returned after a furlough for further missionary
service. His boyhood was spent in India, where he completed
his secondary education requirements in the Kodaikanal High
School, an American high school operated by the various
mission boards.

returned

to the States for his

college training, being
graduated with the Bachelor of Arts degree from Asbury
College in 1938. During his college years he was a member
of the Ambassador Quartet, which made a year-long evange
listic trip around the world, under the direction of Dr. John
Thomas, Welsh evangelist.
He continued his academic studies during the period from
1940 to 1946.
He was graduated from Asbury Theological
He

40

Seminary
1946 the

with the Bachelor of

University

of

Divinity degree

Kentucky granted
Philosophy.

Master of Arts in the field of

had

year of

post-graduate studies
Missions, Hartford, Connecticut.
one

Dr. Seamands first went to India

in

in 1940.

him the

degree

During 1945-46
the Kennedy School

In

of
he
of

missionary in 1941,
Missionary Society. During his first
term of missionary service he helped to establish the
Karnataka Bible Institute in Gadag, Mysore State.
His second and third terms in India (1946-1959) were as a
missionary of The Methodist Church. He became a member
of the South India Annual Conference, and served as District
Superintendent, Conference Evangelist, and Executive
Secretary of the Board of Evangelism.
as a

representing the Oriental

He has made several contributions to the Christian literature

of

the

Kanarese

Christian

theology

language
which is

in India.

being

One is

used in the

a

text-book

course

of

on

study

for young pastors in The Methodist Church and The Church of
South India. Another is a book of evangelistic sermons which

guide book in the field of homiletics. He has also
composed and published a score or more of Kanarese Christian
lyrics which are used very widely in rural congregations of

is used

as a

the Karnataka

area.

In 1954

Asbury Theological Seminary conferred upon him the
honorary degree of Doctor of Divinity. Upon three different
occasions he has served

Missions at

he
of

was

Visiting Professor of Christian
Asbury Theological Seminary. In January, 1961,

elected

as

as

Associate Professor of Christian Missions

Asbury Theological Seminary.
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THE ORDER OF SERVICE

THE PROCESSIONAL

HYMN NO. 475

"Processional"

Handel

"O Zion Haste"

Tidings

THE INVOCATION

Dr. Howard F.

Shipps

RECOGNITION OF OFFICIAL GUESTS
THE READING OF THE SCRIPTURES

-

Dr. Earl Arnett Seamands
ANTHEM

"Adoramus Te, Christe"
The Seminary Singers

THE INSTALLATION ADDRESS

Palestrina

Dr. Roland W. Scott

THE CHARGE TO THE PROFESSOR-ELECT

-

Dr. Frank Bateman

THE ACT OF INSTALLATION

Stanger

-

President Julian C. McPheeters
THE RESPONSE

Dr. John

THE PRAYER OF DEDICATION

ANTHEM

THE BENEDICTION

RECESSIONAL

Dr. William M. Arnett

"Christ the Lord Is Risen
The

Thompson Seamands

Today"

Seminary Singers
Dr. J. Harold Greenlee

"Recessional in G

Major"

Stanley
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CHARGE

THE

Commission of
in

particular,

PROFESSOR-ELECT

Dr. Frank Bateman

by
The Scripture

TO THE

this afternoon contained

reading

our

Stanger

Lord to His

disciples.

I

the

am now

Great

reminded,

of Matthew's statement of this Great Commission:

." I shall make
"Go ye therefore, and teach all nations
my charge to you. Professor-elect Seamands, in the light of
.

this statement

by

You who have

.

.

Matthew.

already

gone into

a

distant part of the world

preach the Christian Gospel, I charge to give yourself un
reservedly, and to devote your teaching uncompromisingly, to
the preparation and training of young men and women who have
dedicated their lives to missionary service.
You who have interpreted the content of the Christian Gospel
against the background of pagan philosophies, of devastating
superstitions, and of false religions, I charge to illumine and
to

enforce

the

minds

transcendence and

validity

in

and hearts of your students the
of this Gospel of Jesus Christ in

contemporary age.
spent so much of your life with persons of
other races, of other cultures, of other nationalities, I charge
our

You who have

to

so

come

live and to

so

passionately

teach that all those you influence will be

concerned about the "other

sheep" which

Jesus has in all the world.
You

who

have

made

the decision to devote your

dedicated life to

already

and to the

in

theological education,
general,
I
teaching
particular,
charge
to quit yourself like a man, be strong;
to "study to show thyself approved unto God,
of Missions in

a

workman that needeth not to be ashamed";
to teach

"the word;

be

instant in season,

out

of

season";
"be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus";
to be steadfast, unmoveable, always abounding in
to

the work of the

Lord, forasmuch as you
that your labor is not in vain in the Lord;

to

"fight
life."

the

good fight of faith, lay hold

on

know

eternal
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THE ACT OF INSTALLATION

by President

President McPheeters:

Julian C. McPheeters

John

Thompson Seamands, you have
been elected by the Trustees of Asbury Theological Semi
nary to be Associate

This assignment in
committed to the

Professor of

Christian

Missions.

graduate school of theology which is
training of ministers, evangelists,
missionaries, and teachers demands spiritual insight and
unusual strength. Take courage in these ancient words:
"Have not I commanded thee? Be strong and of a good
courage; be not afraid, neither be thou dismayed: for the
Lord thy God is with thee whithersoever thou goest."
a

Professor-elect Seamands:
as

my

refuge

and

D

of

confidence, with God

strength.

President McPheeters:
Article

This is my

the

I call to your mind words

Articles

of

found

in

Incorporation of Asbury

Theological Seminary:
This Seminary will emphasize in its teaching the
divine inspiration and infallibility of the Holy
Scriptures, the Virgin Birth, Godhead, Vicarious
Sufferings, and bodily Resurrection of our Lord
The instruction of this Seminary
Jesus Christ.
will fully recognize the fallen estate of mankind, the
necessity of individual regeneration, the witness of
the Spirit, the remains of the carnal nature, and
entire sanctification

as

a

definite second work

of

subsequent to regeneration. The instruction
in this Seminary will conform fully to the Wesleyan
interpretation of the Scripture. The instructors in
this institution will guard with jealous care against
any sort of teaching in sympathy with modern
grace

liberalism.
your faith be re-affirmed in these basic Christian
doctrines.
Let

Professor-elect Seamands:

glory

I do

so

declare my

faith,

to the

of Jesus Christ.

President McPheeters:

As Associate

Professor of Christian

Missions your influence will fall

across

the

paths of many

people--students, f a c ul ty friends, members of the
church, and many others. Pray that your influence will
always be for the glory o f Jesus Christ and for the
spiritual enrichment of those whom you contact.
,

